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l]n the third mont_h‘ from the Exodus of the Children of Israel fnom_ E;pr on this day, they
arrived at the Wildemess of Sinai. 2 They Journeyed from Rephidim and arrived at the

Wilderness of Sinai and encamped in the Wilderness;
mountain.

shall you say to the House of Jacob and relate to the Children of Israel,

3 Moses ascended t& God, and HASHEM called to him from the mountain, saying, “So
@{ou have seen
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—— .3. This verse begins a series of communications from God to
the people and their responses. These communications con-
cerned whether Israel was willing to receive the Torah — for Wi
it had to be voluntary — the rules governing their prepara-

and Israel encamped there, opposite the = = G

tion for the Revelation at Sinai, and how they were to con-
duct themselves while it took place. Each time Moses went
up the mountain, as described in this chapter, he ascended

| fearly in the morning. His first ascent, recorded in this verse, }

rrived at Sinai (Rashi).

what | did to Egypt, and that | have borne you on the wings of eagles and brought you to Me.
® And now, if you hearken well to Me and observe My covenant, you shall be to Me the most
beloved treasure of all peoples, for Mine is the entire world. ¢ You shall be to Me a kingdom of
ministers and a holy nation." These are the words that you shall speak to the Children of Israel.”

i took place on the second day of Sivan, the day after they

4-6. God's proposal. Although the purpase of Israel’s com-
ing to Mount Sinai was to receive the Torah, and God — as
the Creator and the One Who had delivered them from slav-

Sy R acsh. g
4. on'sn onx — YOU HAVE SEEN.
02% mawn 11x 01372 — 1 do not send to you a verbal account. oavHy Ty MK ©7Y3 XY ~ Ido not
have testunony presented to you by witnessess, oryn% My 1K onxy onx xbx — Rather, you

thave seen what I did to Egypt; 0% wymw o7ip % pam v nivay mes by — (the Egyptians] were
indebted to Me for several sins before they attacked you, a7 %y xbx b 1ny191 X%) — but Lonly
exacted punishment from them through you.! ~
£1B3NK KigX) — AND THAT I CARRIED YOU.  ©pRy7 Y8797 183w o i1 — This refers to the day that
Israel came to Rameses.’ 1w3 y=% 533 1yen b w1 vow — For Israel was scattered throughout

Jthe land of Goshen, 177 nyw" — and in a very short time, nx¥%) yob w3w3 — when they were
zbout tc travel and to depart,
am HPBK)., KW, 2310 — Onkelos rendered “and I carried” as “and I transported you,” a2
BaNK YOK) — as if the Hebrew text were “and I made you travel.”™ nbya% 33 777 MmN 1pn
— He amended the literal implication of the text in a manner respectful to God Who is above.*
OB™MYy 1932 Yy — ON THE WINGS OF EAGLES. 7033 by no1ia Rihan win — Like the eagle who carries

~its fledglings upon its wings. a1 13 B3 NX DN MDY e 3w — For all other birds put

eir young between their feet, om21 5y 718 0x 7R PRI 0% — because they are afraid
of another bird that can fly above them, ©7x7 12 X9R X100 1'% 17 W7 Y3% — but the eagle is
afraid only of man, 113 171 XY — lest [man] shoot an arrow into him, by 918 Riv P wY
133 — because no bird flies above him. w513 5y 1an11 735 — Therefore [the eagle] puts [the
fledgling] upon hiswings. "33 x%)72 ym7 012) 201 1% — He says, “Better that the arrow should
enter me than my son.” 12 'mwy uxax — I, too, did so. Aswe find, X2y 121 omibry 8t you,,
rapia) ovyn M 12 — “And the angel of God traveled, ete., and came between the camp of Egypt,
| ete”  mixquoha uaK) own mpn oviyn v - And the Egyptians would shoot arrows and
catapult stones, ‘oapn pym — and the cloud would intercept them.®
D% DINK KIK) — AND [THAT I] BROUGHT YOU TOME.  tun2 — This phrase is to be understood as
it is rendered by Targum Onkelos.” ;

el K Hed e
4 BR*R7 BNNR. The basis of your God-awareness and self-awareness is not *
faith, for faith allows an element of doubt. Rather, the basis is the firm
evidence of your own senses, what you have seen with your own eyes,
what you yourselves have experienced. FgiREE . L e

In exactly the same words Scripture says (below, 20:19), referring

|
to_the fact of God’s revelation at the Lawgiving: onwn » % onx) onx Q_

oawy *n27. The two fundamental truths on which all of Judaism rests
— orgn neeye and 70 o, the exodus from Egypt and the Lawgiving
on Sinai — stand entirely on the basis of the actual evidence of your
'Fsenqes; and since they were seen, hcard, felt, and experienced simulta-
neously by so many hundreds of thousands of people, any possibility
of deception is ruled out. »
~/These two fundamental truths accordingly share the highest degree
of certainty; they transcend the bounds of mere opinion and belief.
They'belong to the realm of knowledge; they are irrefutable facts. They

are as_certain as our own existence and as the existence of the material
world we see about us, and they should serve as cornerstones of all our
other knowledge. '

—

o372 X1 nYep x5 — It is not a tradition that you have. x5

‘oonyy b2 1wap) — they were all gathered to Rameses.  otopnxy -

ery — had the right to demand that they accept it, such was
not the Divine plan. As the familiar narrative of the Sages
tgaches (Sifrei, Vezos Haberachah ): God offered the Torah to
othér nations, as well, but they all refused it because the
commandments of the Torah were in conflict with their

i R, Mure. el o

1 did not send you My message through words. Nor did this evidence come to
you through witnesses, But you yourselves saw what I did to Egypt.

Israel’s knowledge of God is not based on some vague belief, but on a
conviction that comes From personal experience. The Exodus and the Revelation
at Sinai, the two historical events upon which Judaism is founded, exclude any
possibility of {usion, as hundreds of th ds of people saw these events. The |
“Torah repeats this rationale with particular emphasis in Chapter -11 of |
Deuteronomy. Similarly, R" Yehudah HaLevi stresses that Judaism is not based
upon philosophical speculation, but on confirmed and witnessed historical
cvents (Kuzari 125).
oy’ oy wk — What [ did to Egypt. In the message which Moses is to |
communicate to the people, Hashem appears as the Ged of history. Before the |
Exodus, Hashem had revealed Himself to mankind as the Creator of heaven and
earth. Now He appears as the Masler over history and the destiny of mankind |
[see the commentary to 151 and 16:34]. | hus, the series of spectacular miracles
which have led to Israel’s freedom serve to motivate them to observe the '
commandments more scrupulously. [See the commentary to v. 5 and to 202

!.O,J(?JPZ‘[LQJ“ 'O'fj‘a ) _6 :

M2 WA ONTY - DD IO QYR VR TR NnY Dw)
SY MY RRY PN D10 RD2 WIPRT IRER TN 117 i@y » pern)
PRV DMIT T 5P BRI ORI NN 10D 1”apn 82w 8% 30 - 1am N

=N nnd mom aTpn. rw;i) iy
SN0 N2aR Y9 MO Nt L DMenY wy WK GTPRT DRK”

70M¥NY 12PN WYY DD IR RO 1Y men 1Y an,ameen




———

ab o~ Tk Hears oF Famsas

K\ Pavuena de‘-”&.f S

[? i

Ithough this sefer is dedicated to explaining the mitzvah 5731 YIRUDA X797 N M 0 oMn Ty, N aa

of remembering and transmitting Maamad Har Sinai and

the life of Chayei Olam that was planted within us at that.
ime, Yetzias Mitzrayim is also included in this education. We are
-ommanded to mention Yetzias Mitzrayim twice daily and to convey it
1o our children on the first night of Pesach. Though Yetzias Mitzrayim
and Maamad Har Sinai were clearly separate events, it is important
toialize that they were actually both parts of the process of granting
Heavenly existence to Klal Yisrael. The Rambam writes that the bris 0
Mattan Torah occurred through milah, tevilah, and korban.® Milah was
performed in Mitzrayim prior to sacrificing the Korban Pesach, while
the other two conditions were fulfilled before Mattan Torah'® 1t is
clear that we were born as a nation through the combination of Yetzias

Mitzrayim followed byMaamad Har Sinai.

H A L e

_—ﬁé—Rﬁﬁb_ah” states that the ikrei emunah were demonstrated
hrough the nissim_of Yetzias Mitzrayim.” The congcept of ikrim as
ypposed to “regular” mitzvos is that they define one’s very identity as a
ew. They are all about our connection to eternal existence.

Although an elaboration of all the ikrim is beyond the scope of this
vork, the Ramban specifically speaks about the ikar of hashgachah
yratis—that Hashem, not nature, controls the world with a Heavenly
surpose. He stresses that the wonders of Yetzias Mitzrayim revealed,
snce and for all, that miracles are not to be understood as deviations
from the norm. Rather, they indicate that there are no norms. There is
nothing other than nes, which means a revelation from the Heavenly
spheres. Just as open miracles are obviously spiriiual, nature is likewise
under Divine control and classified as miraculous.

~Jihe timeless wording of the Ramban is clear: From the awareness
of the great and famous miracles, mart must agree that all else are only
hidden miracles...”™ ' He classifies any other outlook of the world as

PN

Yetzias Mitzrayim: The Source of Gilui Shechinah

The Rgmban reveals an astounding depth to the purpose of the
miracles in Mitzrayim. Tle points out that the overwhelming majority
of the mitzvos are zecher 'Yetzias Mitzrayim—"as a_remembrance of

Yetzias Mitzrayim.” They serve as testimony to those awesome wonders
that should never be forgotten.

This seems puzzling, as the pasuk states clearly”’ that Hashem told
Moshe that He would take the Jews out of Mitzrayim for the purpose of
serving Him on Har Sinai. If so, Yetzias Mitzrayim only served as a step
toward Kabbalas Halorah. Why, then, is the purpose of the mitzvos to
recall the wonders of Yetzias Mitzrayim?

® ‘lhe miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim were. fundamentally different
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from other miracles throughout™ history. While there have been
\cgg_l_t_ltlcss miraculous events, some even in contemporary times, we
usually only witness their outcomes and not the actual presence of
the Shechinah. Although a miracle forces us to conclude that a higher
power is in control, we cannot actually se¢ this.

yln contrast, through the ten makkos Hashem exposed the ten levels

of Shechinah, level by level, culminating in total gilui Shechinah at
Makkas Bechoros. Each of the makkos was not just a punishment for the
Mitzriyim but a part of the process of revealing the Shechinah.

We have seen that Mattan Torah was not merely the commandment
of a set of laws. Rather, it was the revelation of Divine existence, and

learning Torah and fulfilling its mitzvos are the means through _WthH

we can connect to that existence.”?

]L\Similarly, the purpose of the miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim was
not just to show the world the strength of Hashem and that He is
beyond nature. Rather, as we have_explained, the miracles served as
the actual revelation of the Shechinah within the physical world.” It is

rough the process that started over the course of Yetzias Mir:;myirrT
and culminated with Mattan Torah that we were granted an eternal
dimension.”* In fact, sefarim tell us® that the ten makkos correspond
to the Aseres Hadibros (and to the ten maamaros of creation), and each
makkah was a revelation of Heavenly existence. The climax was Makkas
Bechoros, corresponding to the first dibbur of Anochi Hashem Elokecha
(as Chazal describe Makkas Bechoros using the words Ani v'lo acher—'1
and no other”). This was Hashem'’s total revelation within this world, to

the extent that the world of nature was almost eradicated when it took
placc.""‘ ~
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lovingkindness and His awesome miracles that He wrought for
Kial Yisrael at the time of the exodus.3* But what is the connec-
tion between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and the exodus)
rom Egypt?

The following is a concise explanation.

The goal of all the Festivals and their respective judgment
days is to purify and lift up Klal Yisrael spiritually. This makes
us recollect that the very formation of Klal Yisrael as a nation oc-
curred through yetzias Mitzrayim, unlike all other nations who

¥ came into being as a result of their own cultural, environmental,
and political endeavor.

The people of Israel were made into a nation by God Him-
self, through the exodus from Egypt.-Yisrael is not just another
nation; it is the nation of Hashem, as it says (Shemos 6:7): *nnp7)
D79KY §7 iy oyh *2 opnx, “I will adopt you as a nation for
Me, and act as God for you.” The purpose of the exodus was for
us to become a people who are servants, yet also children, of
Hashem, fulfilling His will, as it says in Shemos (19:4-6): XWwxX)
2] 00D NPYAN DRV Y20 PP °Y DOV ..0MIW) D)3 DY DoNK
wiTp, “1 carried you on wings of eagles...You will be a special
treasure (segulah) for Me, more than all the nations...a kingdom

f kohanim and a holy nation.” HaKadosh Baruch Hu supplied
us with all the necessary vehicles and opportunities for us to be-
come indeed, a nation of Hashem — among them, the Festivals
and their days of judgment, including Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. R

Our duty is to make ample use of the Festivals in order to
grow spiritually and to remember the exodus from Egypt and its

(purpose, which is to be a nation of Hashem. Thus, even on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur we commemorate our exodus from
Egypt — DmM¥n nXx*s 701
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were, the divine blessing: in the sphere of ‘Yom Tov," of the
Festivals, God waits on man, HIS gift is dependent on the human
gesture that begs for it.

We are commanded to count the Omer, from the morrow of

the first day of*Pesach, of the redemption from Egypt. But the
Q'orah refers to this day as ‘the Sabbath,’ to show the particular
oliness of this festival, a holiness immutable and independent
&of all human agency, sharing with the Sabbath the nature of a
spontaneous, unsolicited gift of God. The word ‘Pesach’ itsell
has the meaning of ‘leaping’— mn by abmm— God leapt over the
x’mountams'“-—}{e bestowed on Israel the power to ascend to
unimagined heights of holiness, heights that they certainly would
not have attained on their own accord. Only in this way could they
come to deserve the miracles of this redemption—inspired to a
spiritual vision and purity that carried them through the events
of that day. This was a day like the Sabbath, a sheer outpouring
of God’s love, penctralmg the souls of the peop]e with holiness.

198 SABBATH SHIURIM

MThen came the morrow, and the revelation was withdrawn.
Denuded suddenly of this glory, men had to strive for themselves
to retain the vision of the previous day, the clarity with which they
 had seen God. Now human effort was necessary to justify the
pitch to which God raised them, to show they had been worthy
g‘of redemption. This was the cumulative task of the Tifty days3

from Pesach to Shavuoth—a process of ever-increasing Kedushah,
of sanctity fought for and won, day by day in the routine of
practical life, without the assistance of super-natural manifestations.
Only through this long and difficult process of self-perfection,
could they come at last on the fiftieth day to Mount Sinai, once
more*to the haven of the Festival that has the nature of a
Sabbath. On the ‘morrow of the seventh Sabbath’ they were
granted the Torah: after all their effort, it still required a Sabbath,
a free outpouring of Kedushah from God to lift them to the pitch
of holiness at which they could receive the Torah.

Ee So we see in the spiritual history of Israel a process parallel
to that we have pointed out in the life of the individual—a process
Qegnnnmg with a gift of God: continuing with'the effort of man
on his own behalf to achieve a spmtual aim, to bring into con-
,/sciousness the latent purity and holiness that has been planted

\‘Vm 1 him; and ending with God’s renewed Intervention, gmdmg__“lm
to levels of attainment not accessible to human nature, of its
own strength. Man’s effort, then, in any task that seems difficutt
at the outset, almost beyond his energies, must be seen, not from
the human view alone, as a solitary, futile resistance against the
forces of evil, but in true perspective, as a movement towards

© God, buttressed on both sides by the aid and love of God Himselr.
Here there is no room for despair: such endeavours should call
forth in him, rather, a_joyful confidence and gratitude for the
strength that has been, and shall be given, to achieve his aim.
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3%
4. w1 '039-YY — On the wings of eagles. This is an indica-
tion of God's great love for Israel. An eagle carries its young
on its back, so that its own body will act as a shield against
arrows. So, too, God protected Israel from the Egyptian as-
sault at the Sea by moving His cloud between the Egyptians
and the Jews. This was followed by / brought you to Me, i.e.,
to My service (Rashi).

You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and did for you at one
and the same time: them, the greatest human power on earth, I threw
to the ground, because they opposed Me by force; "while you, I brought
to Me. You were helpless and downtrodden, but because you trusted in
Me and faithfully devoted yourselves to Me, I raised you high above

e reach of all your enemies and b'rdﬁﬁi'n—fnfé—if into direct relationship
with Me. You have seen that I am the only One Whom man should
fear, and the only One in Whom man should trust (cf. Commentary

above, 14:31).
£ Ri Pl

W3 '939-2Y — On the wings of eagles. This phrase describes the hasty exit
that Israel made as it was snatched from the abyss of Egyptian immorality, and
brought to the height of freedom from evil. Besides acquiring physical liberation,
the Tsraelites were emancipated from the bonds of their physical appetites and
base instincts. They were miraculously transported to an ideal world, to the
presence of God Himself. This moral deliverance qualified them as the rightful
recipients of the Torah. In contrast, the other nations were so enslaved by~
human passions that the Torah’s ideal of a kingdom of ministers and a holy
‘nation (v. 6) was unattainable to them. [See also the commentary to 12:37 ]

= Y.

his preamble to nina7n MY (the Ten Commandments), in
which Hashem exhorts Bnei Yisrael to obey His voice and
promises them greatness in exchange, is not only significant in its
totality but also is a source of several important themies. T¢% Dn7 OAR
o¥nY MY, You have seen what I did to Egypt. No greater sign of
Hashem'’s confidence in Bnei Yisrael exists than permitting them to
witness the Egyptians’ downfall. The less deserving — such as Lot and
his spouse — were not permitted to view the punishment of the wicked.

If, despite your obvious failings and your lack of previous exposure to
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L\\ MY SOLE DESIRE ~ &, /:luerif 3“8 “‘

In the Birchos HaTorah we daven that “we and our children wvRIn Y R -

and the children of Your nation Yisrael should all be knowers
of Your name and learners of Your Torah for its sake” We want &9 B35 urmw omp Y5 pann va nveay mes by - 8MRY BART rwaa
{to be among those who learn Torah lishmah — for the sake of } 5y oM KW wan - V102 'BI3 SY BONK ROKY .00 by x5x o nyan:

L]

knowing the Torah itself — which is knowing Hashem’s name,

X 13 MWY 1R N 1D Nbad
knowing His thought and essence.  Dmaa vIn 0T Sy Dhynn yioaw i L 5xwr nx onmb - i eb mman 3+
¥ Every person has a certain view of the world and’of the n:n:m RANW - MOUR % e 1, oM B39 byr mva orw T 2 5
things that happen around him. This perception is a very deep 7 prog) “an
part of a person. He has an innate subtle sense of what is right 5371 nmmnm Y ATWTTRT TINY 01971 WwBK KR Nws) nmnn 1‘;31 i »
and what is not right, what is decent and what is not, what is Top mow

fair, what is logical, what is and what is not appropriate. This

essential part of us separates us from Hashem. We each have ik % S e O
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When a Jew learns Torah, he assimilates Hashem's thought
and view of the world. The Torah teaches us when a person
is responsible for damage he has caused and when he is not,
which messenger we can rely on and which witnesses one can
believe, which incident is similar to another and which is dif-

ferent, which esrog is called a “pri hadar” and which Succah
is considered a “temporary dwelling,” and so on. ,O5NY DW MIDW WK I T MA0 opn b - "R BEIRK RYERY 5 g
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~JThe Torah changes a Jew’s entire worldview to a Torah
perspective — Hashem's perspective. We see clearly that a true

talmid chacham has a unique outlook and understanding of 3 T8 e Ko5
every topic in the world. His thought and perspective is the
Zthought and perspective of the Torah. This is a wondrous) il = - == e S
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Amarim 5). Torah thought becomes a part of the person’s
6 mind, guiding his thought and spirit which become bound
to Hashem.
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~P The ultimate relationship between a Yid and the Ribono shel
Olam is through Torah and avodah combined. The avodah of
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